Manager II Brian Strizki of Quality 
Management Services and Supervising 
Engineer II Lisa Ninesling of Value 
_ Engineering accepted the AASHTO value 
engineering award for the Department. 

Story on page 2 


Quick to respond 
Overhead Sign Crew Superviser 

Vincent Gervasoni was thinking on 
his feet when a truck with an oversize 
load hit the overhead sign structure on 
Route I-95 west. Faced with damaged 
bottom light brackets and severed truss 
cords, Gervasoni reported the severity 

_of the situation to the NJ State Trooper 
on the scene and requested that he 
close that portion of the highway 
before the structure collapsed on 
passing vehicles. 


Making the connection 
Praises go to Construction and 
Maintenance I Pasquale Maiorano of 
Central Region Permits from MFS_ 
- Technologies, Inc. for the help he 
provided in fast tracking a fiber optic 
backbone network connecting 
_ Manasquan, Trenton and Woodbridge 
with New York City. “This demanding 
task could not have been completed 
without the dedication and 
professionalism put forth by yourself 
and your colleagues at the New Jersey 
_ Department of Transportation,” the 
- company president wrote. 
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Goslin accepts President’s 
award for Local Aid work 


Bob Goslin’s true colors are now 
mounted on a walnut plaque. The New 


. Jersey Society of Municipal Engineers 


awarded the 30-year NJDOT veteran the 
prestigious President’s Award at the 
League of Municipalities Convention last 
month in Atlantic City. 

Goslin, Manager 2 of Roadway 
Design, Bureau of Local Aid, modestly 
admitted he may have had something to do 
with getting the award but he feels that 
much of that credit should go to his staff. 

“The award reflects the good job and 
extra effort that everyone in Local Aid 
does in administering local aid and 
discretionary funds to municipalities. We 
work especially well with engineers,” 
Goslin said. 

Managing the 40 people who handle 
the process of getting municipal and 
discretionary aid to 566 municipalities 
isn’t simple. “We can do our job because 
we have developed a system to get through 
the paper process and have won the respect 
of the municipalities and the local 
engineers,” Goslin said. 

The FY’98 Transportation Trust Fund 
provides $58.5 million for programs under 
municipal aid and $13 million in 
discretionary funding. These funds are 
distributed in New Jersey by a complex 
formula that takes into consideration the 
total population and road mileage in a 
particular county vs. the total population 
and municipal road mileage statewide. 

Projects are selected for funding on a 
competitive basis after staff engineers 
evaluate the condition of a roadway, the 
amount of traffic it carries and the role the 
road plays in the surrounding 
transportation network. Funds and 
allotments are distributed on a needs basis. 


Bob Goslin 
Typical projects are road reconstruction, 
safety, resurfacing and drainage. 

“The local aid program benefits the 
motoring public beyond the state 
highway system,” said Goslin. 

“Tt’s hard work though,” Goslin said. 
The Local Aid staff has to review 1,100 
applications each year in two months. In 
September the list of recommendations 
for local aid goes to the Municipal 
Engineer’s Screening Committee 
(members of the Society) for review. 

“That’s a lot to cram into a short 
time, “ Goslin said. “But we work with 
the Society in developing the criteria for 
selecting the projects. The Society and the 
municipalities like to work this way. We 
get few complaints about not getting aid 
or getting too little. It’s fair and square.” 

“T was honored when Commissioner 
Haley shook my hand to congratulate me 
for this award,” Goslin said. 


New voluntary emissions test 
lanes open in Wayne and Bakers Basin 


New Jersey motorists can opt for the 
new enhanced emissions test and a two- 
year vehicle inspection sticker thanks to 
the November opening of two new special 
lanes at Bakers Basin (Lawrence 
Township) and Wayne. 

Here’s how it works. When motorists 
drive into the stations for the required 


vehicle inspection, the inspectors may 
approach to ask if they want to take the 
enhanced emissions test or the current 
tailpipe test. Those who choose the new 
test and pass will receive a vehicle 
inspection report on their car’s emissions 
and a two-year sticker. 

Continued on page four 


Notice the difference in the two Somerset County bridges over I-287. The photo on left shows the repaired Far Hills Road bridge and 


the photo on right shows the as yet unrepaired North Maple Avenue bridge. 


Teamwork nets two quality awards for Department 


The American Association of State 
Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) recently awarded NJDOT the 
AASHTO 1997 Standing Committee on 
Quality (ScoQ) Recognition Award and 
the 1997 Standing Committee on Quality 
Trailblazer Team Recognition Award. 

The awards recognized NJDOT’s 
teamwork approach to developing bridge 
patching standards and implementing a 
new asphalt mix design procedure that 
was developed by the Strategic Highway 
Research Program (SHRP). 

NJDOT formed the Bridge Deck 
Patching Task Force in January 1997 to 
address cost overruns of up to 40% on 
repair jobs. Often the engineer visually 
inspected the deterioration of bridge 


decks to decide the amount of repair, 
unable to see deterioration under the 
surface. Team members from Project 
Management, Construction Services & 
Materials, Structural Engineering and 
the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) created guidelines to eliminate 
unnecessary cost overruns, evaluate the 
best way to survey deck conditions and 
choose new technologies. 

The task force did a life cycle cost 
analysis to find the most cost-effective 
repair options, such as deck patching, 
repair and full overlay with new 
concrete, or full deck replacement, based 
on the condition of the bridge deck. 
Another cost-cutter the team developed 
is for NJDOT staff to survey bridge 


Value engineering receives 
awards at national seminar 


The America Association of State 
Highway Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO) presented NJDOT with the 
Most Innovative Proposal during 
Construction at the 1997 National Value 
Engineering (VE) seminar in Atlantic 
City in September. The AASHTO award 
recognizes an agency’s outstanding value 
engineering achievements in cost 
effectiveness or innovation. 

NJDOT won the award for the Route 
46, Section 14L, 14M project constructed 
by Anselmi & DeCicco. The contractor’s 
VE Proposal saved $1 million and 
reduced construction time. 

AASHTO also gave the department 
honorable mention awards in two 
categories. Route 139 Hoboken Viaduct 


won the Innovative Proposal in Design 
Engineering. The VE Team’s proposal 
offered a long-term alternative to the 
original design, reduced construction 
time and saved $50 million. The Route 
| & 9 truck route over St. Paul’s Avenue 
proposal in design engineering provided 
a new scheme that saved $80 million. 

NJDOT also won the national 1997 
Outstanding Achievement Award for 
exceptional accomplishments in 
applying and promoting value 
engineering. 

Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. 
gave the keynote speech that welcomed 
more than 300 guests from state DOTs, 
the Federal Highway Administration, 
Canada and Hungary. 


Page 2 Transporter 


decks in winter to eliminate hiring 
private contractors. 

Task force groups from the 
construction industry, FHWA and 
NJDOT worked together to include the 
asphalt pavement specification called 
SUPERPAVE (SUperior PERforming 
PAVEments) that allows pavement 
design to withstand site-specific traffic 
loading and climatic conditions. The 
specification also received the support of 
the construction industry which helped 
develop it. 

NJDOT has currently included five 
projects in this pilot project that are 
slated for 1998 construction. The task 
force groups will examine the results. 
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As the December holiday season 
approaches, most of us are thinking 
about shopping, gifts, parties and 
making travel plans. Unfortunately, the 
December holidays are traditionally 
one of the deadliest times of the year on 
our nation’s highways because of 
impaired driving due to alcohol, drugs 
or a combination of the two. It doesn’t 
have to be that way. This article is the 
second part of tips for driving safely 
during the most traveled times of the 
year. 


Be aware. In a crowded mall you’re 
extra careful while shopping. You hold 
on to your children, your wallet and 
your packages. You should be just as 
careful on your drive home. Take all 
safety precautions with your car, check 
safety belts and car seats and watch out 
for impaired drivers. Some signs of an 
impaired driver are when the vehicle 
makes extra wide turns, straddles lanes 
or drives on the center line, drives or 
moves in a straight line at a slight angle 
to the roadway, drives with headlights 
off at night, drinks while driving, drives 
below the speed limit, brakes or stops 
erratically, responds slowly to traffic 
signals, strikes curbs, weaves or zig- 
zags across the road, drives on the 
wrong side of the road or off the 
roadway, tailgates or accelerates or 
decelerates rapidly. This is aggressive 
driving. 

If you can, report the license plate 
number, vehicle description and 
direction it is traveling to the proper 
authorities. For your safety, stay out of 
the driver’s way, do not make eye 
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Retirees 
Retiring this month after 25 years of 


contact and don’t follow the driver. You 
can call the police at 1-888-SAF-ROAD 
or #77 (for cellular phones) to reach a 
police dispatch operator. 


Plan ahead. If you’re attending holiday 
parties, the rule is: don’t drink and 
drive. If you’re throwing a party for 
friends and family, you want to 
recognize that you have a host 
responsibility to plan the party menu and 
activities and assess how guests will get 
home safely when the party is over. By 
planning ahead, you can prevent your 
friends and loved ones from becoming 
the next impaired driver-related statistic. 

Some of the things you can do to 
ensure your guests have fun and live to 
remember it is to prepare lots of foods so 
guests won’t drink on empty stomachs. 
Avoid too many salty snacks (they make 
people drink more) and offer a variety of 
non-alcoholic beverages for those who 
shouldn’t have or don’t want alcohol. 
Ask guests to appoint a designated 
driver before the evening begins. This 
person must drink only non-alcoholic 
beverages. Be honest when you invite 
people who you know drink to excess. 
Tell them that when they drink, they’ll 
have to find alternate modes of 
transportation. 

If children are present, never serve 
them alcohol or ask them to serve drinks 
to others. in New Jersey, as well as all 
states and the District of Columbia, the 
legal drinking age is 21. The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
estimates that 21-year-old minimum 
drinking age laws have reduced traffic 
fatalities involving 18 to 20-year-old 
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MVS employee Lizella Bowser of 
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drivers by 13 percent. 

Just as you wouldn’t let your guests 
drive home in a raging snow storm or 
flood, you shouldn’t let them drive 
home after consuming alcohol. 

One method is to close the bar 90 
minutes before the party ends, serve 
coffee and a dessert treat. Remember, 
only time sobers someone who has been 
drinking. If some of your guests have 
had too much to drink, drive them 
home, arrange for a ride with another 
guest who is sober, call a taxi, or invite 
them to stay until they’ ve sobered up. 


Join in. You can take a stand against 
impaired driving and focus on a safe 
community approach to keep drugged 
and drunk drivers off the roadways by 
joining with millions of others to 
declare December National Drunk and 
Drugged Driving Prevention Month. 
Sponsored by USDOT, this program 
calls for stronger policies and programs 
to deter impaired driving, impaired 
motorcycle riding and impaired 
walking. The program emphasizes that 
every part of the community, including 
police, schools, government and 
citizens, has a role to play in the fight 
against impaired driving. 

On Friday, December 19, motorists 
are asked to drive with their headlights 
on all day to remind people about the 
impaired driving problem and in 
remembrance of those killed by 
impaired drivers. Police agencies will 
step up enforcement efforts against 
impaired drivers on National Holiday 
Lifesaver Weekend, Friday, December 
19 through Sunday,. December 21. 


Trenton. A U.S. Air Force veteran of the 


Korean War, Zoltanski’s survivors 
include his father Bernard Sr., wife 
Margaret, sons Gregg and John, 
daughters Belinda, Michelle, Barbara and 
Joy, brother Bernie Jr., grandchildren, 
nieces and nephews. 


Trenton died November 15. A member of 
the Order of the Eastern Star, Bowser is 
survived by her husband Charles, son 
Charles S., daughters Jacqueline Green, 
Wendy Smith and Kim, a grandson, 
sisters and brother. 

Supervisor of MVS Postal Services 
Gregory Zoltanski died November 23 in 


service is MVS Records Technician 2 
Vany Brackel of Surcharge; Equipment 
Operator Harry Dalton of Road 
Maintenance-North after 20 years; Painter 
Donald G. McAllister of Facilities 
Management South after 17 years; and 
Principal Right of way Negotiator Joseph 
Mastrull after 16 years. 
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"Tis the season for sharing! 


Share the holiday spirit with a child. It’s easy! Donate a gift that 
will brighten the lives of forgotten children. Just leave an 
unwrapped, new gift at drop-off points at Headquarters, 
Regional Offices and Motor Vehicle Services. 

For more information, call Donald Miller in Human Resources at 

(609) 530-2946. 
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It's yearlong giving for NJDOT manager! 


It happens every year around the holidays. Charities 
advertise their message of need and ask for your help. Most 
people just mail a check and forget about the group’s work 
until the following year. Other people work at giving yearlong. 

One of these is Manager III Richard P. Stella of Records, 
Services & Warehousing, who recently returned from the 
Chesapeake District Civitan Youth Citizenship/Leadership 
seminar. Dedicated to the Civitan mission to learn, help and 
lead in the community, Stella has been a seminar chairperson 
for ten consecutive years and has chaperoned the teens for five 
consecutive years. 

“The important thing about these conferences is that the 
kids learn leadership skills, how to be responsible citizens and 
how to help their community. Civitan encourages them to want 
to make the world a better place,” said Stella. 

Escorting a group of Civitan-sponsored high school 
students through the House of Representatives and the Senate 
where they viewed the original meeting rooms and learned 
government firsthand was just one of the highlights of this 
year’s trip. “When a kid tells you that he can learn history 
better because he saw the place where it all happened it’s worth 
the work involved in each trip,” Stella said. 


Civitan club members also do Christmas baskets in 
January and deliver them to senior citizens. Of this custom, 
Stella said “Everybody gives baskets during the holidays; we 
give them after. It works out well for the seniors.” 

When one project ends, another begins. Stella’s also 
involved in the NJ State Special Olympics and has been for 20 
years. In the spring and fall, there are weekends of track and 
field, soccer, baseball, volleyball and bicycling. In the summer 
there are aquatics and wheelchair races, soccer and baseball. In 
the winter, there’s skiing, cross country and ice skating. 

As Special Olympics venue managers, Civitans are in 
charge of the entire event. “We plan it and set it up to make 
sure the fences, stands, and backdrops, for example, are up in 
the right place. During the games we make sure everything 
stays where it should be. Then we take it all down.” 

Time for ihese charities isn’t an issue with Stella. The 
representative at three Special Olympics in South Bend, IN, 
Lake Tahoe, CA and Minneapolis, MN, Stella finds the time. 
“Of course I have an understanding wife. But after all these 
years, volunteering is just part of my life. I can’t imagine not 
being involved.” 


New voluntary emissions test continued from page one 


Within two hours of opening the Wayne lane, 15 of the 19 
vehicles tested passed the new emissions test. Those who fail 
the enhanced emissions test can take the current tailpipe test 
immediately without getting back in line. If the vehicle passes, 
they’ ll receive a one-year sticker. 


Inspectors will give motorists whose vehicles fail only part 
of the test — the gas cap test that detects vapor leaks— a one- 
year sticker. They can return to the inspection station with a 
dated receipt for a new gas cap and receive a two year sticker. 

The safety inspection check remains the same. 


